
Forest Hill Historic Presevation
Society Summer Garden Tour

was a Success!

As you may know, either
from talk about town or the
mass of visitors to our
neighborhood, the 2003
(6th Biennial) Forest Hill
Home and Garden
Tour, held last year on
June 28th, was a
successful event. Local
merchants, regional and metropolitan
media, homeowners, volunteers (and the
weather) all played a part in welcoming
guests to our neighborhood, educating them
about John D. Rockefeller’s
legacy in Cleveland and
raising badly needed
funds. Our
coffers are

replenished
and the
Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society can
continue our mandate and
respond to our organizational mission.

In the past, the FHHPS has worked to place
Forest Hill Park on the National Register of
Historic Places. We took legal action to stop
the clear cutting of woodlands in Forest Hill
Park and to protect the historic status of the
Park. We have participated in two National

Trust for Historic Preservation annual
conferences. Joining the Cleveland
Restoration Society’s 2003 Regional
Preservation Conference as a Supporting
Sponsor brought information about Forest
Hill to the Northern Ohio metropolitan area.

Closer to home, we have done
educational outreach concerning

the Rockefeller legacy at both
the Cleveland Heights and East

Cleveland Libraries.

As exhibited by our canine friend
here, the influx of visitors was at

times
overwhelming.

However, any minor
inconvenience was
well worth the fact
that so many folks
saw how special this
neighborhood really
is. Thanks for your
patience and
understanding.

History Lesson

Our bathroom sinks were made by the
Trenton Potteries Company (TEPECO,)
located in Trenton, New Jersey. Trenton
Potteries was actually an 1892 merger of
five local firms, Crescent, Ideal, Empire,
Enterprise and Equitable. With the exception
of Equitable, all of them specialized in
vitreous (impervious to water) china
sanitary ware. The addition of tunnel kilns in
1922 allowed them to switch from pressing
clay into a mold to the slip casting method.
Slip casting involves pouring a mixture of
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water and
clay into a
mold that
absorb
moisture
and was
most likely
used on
our sinks.
Chicago
based,
Crane
Company
acquired a
controlling interest in 1923 and five years
later bought out the company, closing all
but two of the original factories. Crane is
still in business today.

What are we Doing?

The Forest Hill Historic Preservation Society
was formed in 1987 as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit Educational and Charitable Trust. Its
purpose is to educate the public at large
about the Forest Hill subdivision; to promote
the preservation and restoration of Forest
Hill Park; to maintain the listing of Forest
Hill Historic District on the National Register
and to promote and maintain the
Rockefeller legacy to Forest Hill. Since our
successful summer Home & Garden Tour,
new Trustees and officers have been
elected. Now we are ready to get involved
in the following endeavors:

 Update the organizational Code of
Regulations

 Determine how we can assist in the
replacement and maintenance of tree
lawn trees throughout the historic
district.

 Develop a Forest Hill Preservation
Summit at which we can all learn
about the historic aspects of our
unique homes.

As regularly scheduled meetings proceed,
we will begin to develop other areas of
outreach that will support our mission and
further the cause of historic preservation
within Forest Hill, which helps our
neighborhood.
If you’d like to assist in any of the projects
we’ve mentioned here, if you have an idea
about the historic aspects of our
neighborhood or if you have any materials
you’d like to donate to our archives, contact
Jeff Dross at, 321-0206. We’d love to hear
from you!

Know the Place?
Can you guess the location of this Historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Forest Hill Historic Preservation
Society Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees: Jeffrey R. Dross, Diana England,
Sharon Gregor, Lynn Haney, Michele J. Ladouceur,
Nancy Moody, Steve Morchak, Marcia Steele and Bob
Sweetland.
Officers: President – Jeffrey R. Dross, Vice-
President – Lynn Haney, Treasurer – Steve Morchak,
Secretary – Michele J. Ladouceur and
Archivist/Historian – Marcia Steele.

What Do You Think?
We’d like to provide this little newsletter
quarterly. Do you like the idea? Do you have
any ideas to make it better? Call Jeff at 321-
0206.
Photo answer: (NE corner of Brewster & Northvale)
Photos courtesy of neighbors, Nancy Moody and Peter Nguyen


