
What Was Going on this Fall on
Brewster Road?

Perhaps you saw the van parked on the street.
Maybe, you needed to
swerve to avoid hitting
the photographer
standing on a ladder in
the middle of Brewster
Road. You could’ve
been puzzled that a
few yards on this
blustery October day
didn’t have a leaf in
sight. It all makes
perfect sense, once you
know that “This Old
House Magazine” will feature Forest Hill in
their April 2005 issue.

In September last year, we were
contacted by a writer from the
magazine because we are a historic
district that opens its doors to the
public with a Home & Garden Tour.
The magazine intended to feature
our French Norman style homes
along side Pasadena, California and
their collection of Arts & Crafts
homes, Hoboken, New Jersey with their
unique row houses and the antebellum mansions
of Natchez, Mississippi. Like us, each community has
a Home & Garden Tour to showcase their unique
architectural character. To supplement the article,
TOH sent Columbus photographer, Colin McGuire
with the assignment to capture the architectural
beauty of our homes. Because this would be a
spring issue, they wanted the shots to look like
spring! As anyone who has lived through a Cleveland
fall knows, that was quite a feat.

This was a whirlwind day. The photographer worked
for thirteen hours taking hundreds of shots in
dozens of locations; far in excess of the magazine’s
capacity to include. We were given almost no notice
and minimal time to prepare. If not for the team
spirit of the neighbors, inclusion would not have

been possible. Special thanks must be given to Levi
Shearer for his hours of leaf-blowing and for
allowing his home to be photographed. Peter
Nguyen, Pat & Carol Dooner, Jeff Dross & Michele
Ladouceur and Sharon Gregor also allowed their

homes to be invaded and
photographed. Homeowners, Jim
Harmon & Don Schmitt, Steve
Morchak & Tom Pike and Peter
Schofield stood at the ready, should
their homes need to be used.
Neighbors, Keisha & Jamain Owens
and board members, Diane Englund
and Michele Ladouceur acted as
“tourists” exploring the interesting
homes. Nothing would have been
possible, without their efforts.

Pick up the April 2005 issue of “This Old House
Magazine” and enjoy the national
recognition and respect our

neighborhood has earned. We should all
be proud of our homes and our place in

history.

Tour Houses Wanted!
Did you know that one of the models of

Scholtz Homes was named the “Forest Hill?”
The Scholz homes are now fifty years old and

we would like to celebrate their importance by
including them in our next tour. Would you like

to display your hard work and have your house
and/or garden on the 2005
FHHPS Home and Garden
Tour? We are currently
looking for residents
interested in opening their
homes to the public for the
7th biennial FHHPS Home &
Garden Tour, to be held
Saturday June 25, 2005. If
so, please call Jeff at 321-
0206. The last tour was a
great success and with
your help, we hope to
equal that effort this year.
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Rockefeller Rubbish Rescue &

Recovery
Is your neighbor throwing out a piece of original
“Rockefeller” equipment? Are you too embarrassed
to pick through their trash and rescue the
abandoned treasure? Call us at 321-0206 and we’ll
help.

Know the Place?

Can you guess the location of this Historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Rockefeller Originals
-An Equipment Exchange-

Do you have an unused, original piece of Rockefeller
furnishing? Would you like to offer it to a fellow
owner? Do you need something to make your home
complete? Think of us as a matchmaking service for
Rockefeller homeowners. We’d love to match up the
“haves” and the “wants.”

Have
 Switch & Socket Plates
 Original Laundry Tub

Want
 Front Door Lighting Fixture
 Original Porcelain Toilet
 Kitchen Benches

If you would like to take advantage of this
matchmaking service, please call us at 321-0206 and
we’ll help.

History Lesson
Our bathroom cabinets
were manufactured by
the United Metal Box
Company. Founded in
1919, the Brooklyn,
New York firm also
manufactured
electrical boxes,
clothes hampers,
apartment mailboxes
and steel kitchen
cabinets. Lured by the
Greater Pottsville
Industrial
Development Corporation, as they sought to bring
more manufacturing jobs to the area, in 1956 United
moved to Pottsville, Pennsylvania. At that point, they
began to develop line of waste receptacles. In 1966,
they were sold to Colonial Products Company of York,
Pennsylvania, a manufacturer of wooded kitchen
cabinets. Four years later, Wickes Lumber Company
acquired Colonial. With no interest in the “metal”
portion of the business, that business was sold to
Sam Weiss and Milton Greenberg who formed United
Receptacle, Inc., which is still owned and operated
by the Weiss family today. The business now centers
on waste receptacles manufactured of fiberglass,
steel and aluminum with over 6000 distributors,
worldwide.

Forest Hill Flag
Are you interested in a Forest Hill flag? We are
considering creating a flag. We are now working on
a design that blends the history of our neighborhood
with a look to the future. The effort is in its early
stages, but we they have made contact with a short-
run manufacturer. The cost will be modest. ($35-45)
Send a note to ladrossceur@core.com if you are
interested in one. It would certainly be nice if
EVERYONE flew the flag on tour day!

Forest Hill Historic Preservation
Society Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees: Jeffrey R. Dross, Diana England, Sharon Gregor,
Lynn Haney, Michele J. Ladouceur, Steve Morchak and Marcia Steele.
Honorary Trustees: Nancy Moody and Cathryn Kapp.
Officers: President – Jeffrey R. Dross, Vice-President – Lynn Haney,
Treasurer – Steve Morchak, Secretary – Michele J. Ladouceur and
Archivist/Historian – Marcia Steele.

Photo answer: (NW corner of Brewster & Mount Vernon, looking East
across the Brewster side lawn toward Mount Vernon.) Photo Courtesy of
the Rockefeller Archive Center.
Other photos courtesy of Sharon Gregor and FHHO and Ramon Álvarez.


