
Forest Hill Park Clean-Update

Just as we thought we were ready to begin the work
and start the Forest Hill Park work, the city of East
Cleveland interceded. They wanted some additional
information, paperwork and an assortment of other
things before they would approve our development
plan. The work planned for mid-May could not start.
Since that time, we have been in almost continual
contact with the city, attending meetings, making
presentations and answering questions. The liaison
work, led by Dawn Jordan with the support of Mark
Lowe and Steve Morchak has generally
been positive, but we did not receive
an official OK by July 11th and were
unable to reserve the necessary plants
required for the fall planting. We now
have no choice but to delay the work
until 2008. As an abridged project, we
are hoping to plant some daylilies and
daffodils in a few selected spots on
September 16th. If you are interested in
helping, please give us a call.

If you think the project is still a good
idea, consider calling the East Cleveland
city hall or your councilman and voicing
your support for the project. A letter to
the FHHPS can also be passed along to
the proper authorities. With a little luck,
we’ll have the park in great shape for
the spring of 2009!

History Lesson
Because of Prohibition, the firm of Brunswick-
Baulke-Collender found their billiard table, bar
equipment business slowing. Being smart business
people, they realized the effect this social
experiment would have and started to diversify. One
area they added to their product line was toilet seats.
They created and built the world’s first, hard-rubber
version. They were finished in Pyrolin, a resin
primarily used in fountain pens. These seats were
included as original equipment in our homes.

John Moses Brunswick was born in Switzerland,
immigrated to the United States and worked in the
carriage business in Philadelphia, Harrisburg and
Cincinnati before forming his own carriage building
firm in 1845. Realizing the fluctuating business
conditions, he found it necessary to diversify. During
a dinner party at a wealthy civic leader he found
himself in the billiards room. Realizing they were
imported from England, he found a logical expansion

to his woodworking
business that ultimately
would grow to dominate
the sporting goods
industry. His path took
him through mergers with
business rivals Julius
Balke and Phelan &
Collender, diversification
during prohibition, the
war effort in the 30’s and
40’s, bowling equipment,
tires and boating. While
toilet seats may have
been a minor vein in this
important American
company, it is interesting
to understand how it
interacts with our historic
homes.
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Know the Place?

Can you guess the location of this historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Rockefeller Originals
-An Equipment Exchange-

Do you have an unused, original piece of Rockefeller
furnishing? Would you like to offer it to a fellow
owner? Do you need something to make your home
complete? Think of us as a matchmaking service for
Rockefeller homeowners. We’d love to match up the
“haves” and the “wants.”

Have
 Interior Doors
 Sun Room Windows
 Maids Chamber Medicine Cabinet
 Mantel with “Basket & Wheat” sheaves motif
 Curve-top front screen door

Want
 Kitchen Benches
 Mailbox
 “K” style porch lighting fixture

If you would like to take advantage of this
matchmaking service, please call us at 321-0206 and
we’ll help.

Would You Like to Help the
Neighborhood and Serve on the

FHHPS Board?
The Forest Hill Historic Preservation Society can
always use the help of involved neighbors. If you are
interested in working with an interesting group of
folks, please contact Vice-President, Dawn Jordan at
397-4091. She would be happy to discuss with you
what is involved.

What Color Should I Stain My
Historic Rockefeller?

It is summer and you’re thinking of a new look for
your home. There are a few things to remember and
some other points to consider.
 Remember to STAIN, not paint your Rockefeller’s

siding. There are easy to apply acrylic (water-
base) stains now on the market – it doesn’t need
to be a messy job! (Paint is OK on windows and
shutters.)

 Remember to get written approval from the
standards committee of the Forest Hill Home
Owners before starting the job. (call 932-8952)

 Try to select a color commensurate with the
architecture of our homes. There are many
natural, subtle, wood-tones or earth tones
available. Some of the stain manufactures even
offer a brochure featuring these tones as well as
pamphlets with historic colors. Take advantage
of their color expertise. Still confused? As a
trusted neighbor or call us, we can help!

A fresh coat of stain, even the same color will
enliven your home and keep our neighborhood great
looking. Good luck with the work!

Think About Next Year’s Tour

Remember, the 2007 Home and Garden Tour is less
than one-year away. We would love to have your
home on the tour. The last two tours brought over
1000 visitors to our neighborhood, opened almost
two-dozen homes for a peak inside and were
featured in four newspaper articles and a national
magazine so thousands of readers learned about our
interesting area. We have received over a dozen
calls this month asking about the next year! Please
consider helping next year. Our home is better
because of your involvement.
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Photo answer: (Henley Road, between Brewster & Mt Vernon)
Photos Courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center. Scanned images from
the 1930 Sweet’s Catalog section covering the Brunswick-Balke-
Collender Co.


