
Think About This Year’s Tour

Remember, the Home and Garden Tour is scheduled
for June 30, 2007. We would love to have your
home on the tour. The last two tours brought over
1000 visitors to our neighborhood, opened almost
two-dozen homes for a peak inside and were
featured in four newspaper articles and a national
magazine. Thousands of readers learned about our
interesting area. We have received over a dozen
calls this year asking about the next year! Please
consider helping this year. Call Jeff or Michele at
321-0206 if you’d like to open your home and help.

History Lesson
Our radiator covers were manufactured by the Hart
& Hutchinson Company of New Britain, Connecticut.
They offered a full complement of cabinet radiators

covers, bathroom cabinet and recessed radiators and
covers. The heat carrying units were designed using
a copper fin design and advertised that the cabinets
and fin mechanism were 15% smaller than the cast
iron version popular at the time. With removable top
and an enclosed unit, these new models were
advertised to be cleaner and more efficient than the
current technology. In the 1931 catalog, the cabinet
was presented as, “…The design is of modern type,

yet not intrusive. Note the ribbed front and new
patterned front grill, also the neatly molded top and
legs.”

The Type W
Concealed
Radiator units
that are
installed on
the first floor
of our homes
were a
departure
from typical
methods of
heating. Able
to be installed
in 4” or 6”,
interior or
exterior walls, personal comfort was no longer a
deterrent to residential aesthetics. The catalog
indicates that covers can be had with a grate design
at the top and bottom or with an open bottom, like
that which are on our covers.

Today, in a world of forced-air heating, it is difficult
to understand the relevance of advances in steam
heat. It is
difficult to
appreciate
that we have
what was
then, state of
the art
heating.
Regardless,
they remain
as useful and
visually
interesting as
when they
were installed.
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Know the Place?
Can you guess the location of this historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Rockefeller Originals
-An Equipment Exchange-

Do you have an unused, original piece of Rockefeller
furnishing? Would you like to offer it to a fellow
owner? Do you need something to make your home
complete? Think of us as a matchmaking service for
Rockefeller homeowners. We’d love to match up the
“haves” and the “wants.”

Have
 Interior Doors
 Sun Room Windows
 Maids Chamber Medicine Cabinet
 Mantel with “Basket & Wheat” sheaves motif

Want
 Kitchen Benches
 Mailbox
 “K” style porch lighting fixture

If you would like to take advantage of this
matchmaking service, please call us at 321-0206 and
we’ll help.
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Photo answer: (The first two homes on the Western end of Brewster,
Road near Lee)
Photos Courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center. Scanned images from
the 1930 Sweet’s Catalog section covering the Hart & Hutchinson Co.

Creating a Lantern
As many of you know, the outdoor, front porch
lanterns that grace our homes were created
expressly for this development. There is still some
question about who actually manufactured them,
but that they are hand-made and individually
wrought remains an undisputed fact. Because of the
ferrous material, they have been susceptible to years
of deterioration. Many have been replaced and
others have been dutifully restored and remain in
place. Because I am in the lighting fixture business,
for the past few years I have been trying to recreate
the lantern that was removed by one of the former
owners of our home. I was fortunate to have
learned that our neighbor, Cindy Clouse had her old
inoperable lantern in a box in the basement. It was
removed when major repairs became apparent.

First, I had the base
cage fabricated by a
local job-shop. That
was the easy part.
After a $4500 quote
to remake the scrolls
and electrical support
strap, I thought my
journey would need
to end. While I
wanted a
replacement, the cost
was becoming
prohibitive. Cindy

again came to the rescue and suggested that Amish
blacksmiths might be interested in doing the irons.
They were…at a considerable reduction in cost. That
left, the castings. Right now I am creating rubber
molds of the existing castings so that I can pour
reinforced plaster replicates.

In a short time (long time?) I hope to be able to
assemble my replacement and remove the cheap
cast 1970’s lantern that was hung in its place. We
can’t wait!
-Jeff Dross

Watch Out for Critters!
Field mice and carpenter bees. We all like our homes
and these seemingly harmless pests do as well.
Carpenter bees love our soft (an apparently delicious)
cedar siding. Field mice can enter the house in a
hole smaller than a dime! Keep watch and protect
your home from these unwanted intruders.


