
This Year’s Tour

Remember, the Home and Garden
Tour is scheduled for June 30, 2007.
We have invited everyone to visit and
if past tours are any indicator, we
need to prepare for guests! The last
two tours brought over 1000 visitors
to our neighborhood, opened almost
two-dozen homes for a peak inside
and were featured in four newspaper
articles and a national magazine.
This year should be no different.
Because thousands of readers
learned about our interesting area,
we have already received dozens of
calls asking about the tour!

Unlike the past two tours, this year, we will expand
beyond the boundaries of the historic district to
include interesting homes in the outlying areas.

This year, Howard Hanna Realty Company has
graciously agreed to underwrite a portion of the tour.
Because of numerous requests, the board has
decided to use some of those funds for Lolley the
Trolley tour transportation. With a tour that
stretches from Oak Hill to Rumson, this will
definitely assist the guests who attend.

In the past, we have been very fortunate that
the talented graphics artists who live in the
neighborhood have donated their talents to
provide exciting and creative tour identity
packages. This year is no exception. Tony Kellers
has designed an exciting tour booklet, tickets
and poster employing some of the original
graphics used when John D. Rockefeller’s
Abeyton Realty Corporation was selling the
development. Those have been accented with a
stylized dove and an exciting color palette.

All the pieces are coming together to make this tour
as exciting and interesting as those in the past. Tell
everyone you know to reserve the date!

Board of Trustee Changes

A number of changes have occurred with the Forest
Hill Historic Preservation Society Board of
Trustees. Three new neighbors have joined
the board, Desiree Kellers, Frank Ricchi and
Linda Johnston. They were appointed at the
April meeting of the board.

At the May meeting, officers were elected
for the next twelve months. Kesha Owens
was elected the new President of the Board.
Jeff Dross, who has served as President for
the last three years will now serve the
board as Vice-President. Exiting his position,
Jeff expressed to the board that it was his
pleasure to have served, with the hope that

he had helped move the organization forward
toward a lasting future in the neighborhood.

Desiree Kellers, new to the board was elected as
Secretary. Steve Morchak, who has acted as board
Treasurer for the last three years will continue in
that position for the next twelve months. Marcia
Steele will keep her position as Archivist for the
organization.

Co-Vice-President Dawn Jordan will remain as an
active member of
the board. With
three years of
service, Michele
Ladouceur, who
also served as
Secretary and
Mark Lowe, past

Vice-President
and a board
member for two
years have

resigned their positions.

An organization is best when it surpasses the
personality and acquiesces to the goal of the whole.
After over twenty years in existence, the board is
sure to last into the foreseeable future.
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History Lesson
Our bathroom and kitchen faience
tiles (earthenware decorated with
opaque colored glazes) were
made by the Kraftile Company
(1926-1997) of Niles, California.
The tiles were molded from wet
clay, dried and decorated by hand.

They were then “single-fired” at a very high heat.
This type firing was called “monolithic” and ensured
the long lasting quality of the tiles. Kraftile used the
catch phrase, “High Fired” in their marketing.

Kraftile was a sister company to the Kraft Foods firm.
Kraft cheese was shipped in wooden crates that
were produced in Niles, located just east of the San
Francisco Bay, where lumber was cheap. Because of
the burgeoning demand for homes, entering the clay
roof tile business made financial sense. The owners
realized they had a ready supply of manufacturing
by-products that could easily be used to fire kilns. A.
Clay Meyers, formerly of the California Art Tile
Company in nearby Richmond agreed to supervise
the operations, provided they agree to later expand
into decorative tiles.

The equally interesting method used to install those
tiles disappeared in the late 1940’s when plaster
board (now called drywall or sheetrock) was
invented. Prior to that time, tile was set directly into
a bed of concrete and sand. The concrete was mixed
to a slurry, into which the tiles were pressed. This
was called a “mud bed” and the men who did the
work were nicknamed “mud men”. The loose
concrete slipped through the spaces to form a
surrogate divider of grout. The choice of color
was simple, you could have grey or white, (ours
are specified white) hence the reason for the
bold colors of tiles we find in our homes and
other homes of the era.

The concrete method insured permanence.
Installation was heavy work and the result
provided a barrier between the water and the
wall. The first bath enclosures that used drywall
were not so lucky. As we now know, drywall
absorbs moisture and the now common
“greenboard” was not invented until the 1960’s.
Many of the homes built in that period and beyond
quickly required repair work. As anyone who has
tried to remove some of the tile in our homes can
attest, this tile was set for life. Very much like the so
many other aspects of our interesting homes.

Know the Place?
Can you guess the location of this historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Rockefeller Originals
-An Equipment Exchange-

Do you have an unused, original piece of Rockefeller
furnishing? Would you like to offer it to a fellow
owner? Do you need something to make your home
complete? Think of us as a matchmaking service for
Rockefeller homeowners. We’d love to match up the
“haves” and the “wants.” Call 321-0206.

Interior doors, sun room windows
and a maid’s chamber medicine
cabinet are available to a good home.
Let us know what you need to make
you home complete.

Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society
Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees: Jeffrey R. Dross, Diana
England, Lynn Haney, Linda Johnston, Dawn
Jordan, Desiree Kellers, Steve Morchak, Jamain

Owens, Kesha Owens, Frank Ricchi, and Marcia Steele
Honorary Trustees: Sharon Gregor, Cathryn Kapp and Nancy Moody
Officers: President – Kesha Owens, Vice-President – Jeffrey R. Dross,
Treasurer – Steve Morchak, Secretary – Desiree Kellers and
Archivist/Historian – Marcia Steele

Photo answer: (The Northwest corner of Mount Vernon and Brewster)
Photos Courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center.


