
History
Lesson

The Chimney Pots used
on our homes were
manufactured by the
Atlantic Terra Cotta
Company, who, during
the first quarter of the
20th century, was the
largest producer of terra
cotta in the world. The design flexibility, fire
resistance and its light weight made it a natural
architectural material. During peak production, the
company operated four factories and five
branch offices. In the 1920’s, the

company
was

responsible for
providing over forty
percent of the
architectural terra cotta
used in New York City,
including that found on
the Flat Iron Building and
the Woolworth’s Building,
at the time, the tallest in

the world. Economic trouble in the 1930’s and
changes in architectural styles, led to the reduction
of use. The company closed in 1943.

English immigrants introduced terra cotta to America
in the mid 19th century. Atlantic opened the first east
coast terra cotta factory in Perth Amboy, New Jersey

in 1879. A smaller facility in Tottenville, Staten
Island made a limited amount of architectural terra
cotta for New York City. The industry eventually
turned to New Jersey, where the superior textured
clay was perfect for the manufacturing of terra cotta.
Eventually, Perth Amboy, Tottenville and a third
company merged.

The chimney pot is either thrown or molded and
then hand finished. They must then dry for a
number of days before being fired in a kiln at
temperatures of over 2000º.

Chimney pots were initially created to
increase updraft in the

fireplace. This was
invaluable when an
open fire was the
primary source of heat
for the home. In the
1920’s, when oil
became a more popular
method of heating, the
chimney pot lost is
popularity. Recently, the
chimney pot has become
popular as an architectural

element,
rather than a
functional component.

These may be a
relatively insignificant
portion of our houses,
but they are borne
from a rich industrial
and construction
heritage.

FFoorreesstt HHiillll HHiissttoorriicc PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn SSoocciieettyy
Guardians of the Rockefeller Legacy to Cleveland

Summer 2008



FHHPS Officers Re-elected

All board members of the Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society have agreed to serve an
additional year in their current capacity. Kesha
Owens will continue to serve as President. Former
President, Jeff Dross will continue in his current role
as Vice-President. Steve Morchak, the longest
serving officer will remain as Treasurer. Marcia
Steele will retain Archivist responsibilities.

“We have an active and committed board,” said
Owens. “I’m sure we can achieve great things in the
coming year.”

Know the Place?

Can you guess the location of this historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Don’t Let Changes Ruin Your Home

We are all victims of today’s culture. We want our
home to fit into the parameters of today’s hot trends.
We use the colors that are popular today; we listen
to the ads that advertise new windows, siding and
roofing. We think that the “security doors” are
secure, but don’t see them as a disconcerting
aesthetic addition to our classis home.

We live in homes that are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in America. As owners, we
have a responsibility to maintain the historic aspects
of the houses we agreed to buy and own. Please
think before you make changes to your home, that
you will later come to regret!

Is Your House Ready for the Tour?

While it seems sooooo far away, we do need to plan
for the 2009 Forest Hill Home & Garden Tour. We
need neighbors who are willing to open their home
to visitors. We’d like your suggestions for tour day
activity. If you have a great home or know of one
that deserves the attention of visitors and neighbors,
please call Kesha Owens at 932-7549 and let her
know your ideas and thoughts for the 2009 tour.

We need you!! Please call with ideas or to open your
home to help the neighborhood!

Wooden Screen Door Needs Home

We have an original arch-topped front screen door
that needs a home! This was offered in previous
editions of the newsletter in the Rockefeller
Exchange, but no taker was found. If you have one
of the homes that features an arched top front door
and you do not have an original wooden screen door,
please consider calling Jeff at 321-0206. Let’s get
this door, back on the front of one of our homes,
where it belongs.

Keep Roof, Gutters and Downspouts in Good Repair

Our slate and tile roofs will last for many, many
years, but it is important to have them regularly
inspected and repaired. A quality roofer should be
called every year or two to give your roof a “tune-
up”. A few dollars now will save you thousands in
the future.

It is equally important to maintain your gutters and
downspouts system. The proper removal of
rainwater is key to preventing wood rot, foundation
erosion and seepage into the house.

Forest Hill Historic Preservation
Society Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees: Jeffrey R. Dross, Diana England, Lynn Haney,
Dawn Jordan, Desiree Kellers, Steve Morchak, Kesha Owens, Frank
Ricchi, and Marcia Steele
Honorary Trustees: Sharon Gregor, Cathryn Kapp and Nancy Moody
Officers: President – Kesha Owens, Vice-President – Jeffrey R. Dross,
Treasurer – Steve Morchak, Interim Secretary – Desiree Kellers and
Archivist/Historian – Marcia Steele

Photo answer: (15541 Brewster Road, shortly after construction.)
Photos courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center.
Scanned image of original 1928 Atlantic Terra Cotta Chimney Pot catalog
and segments of the 1928 Sweet’s Catalog ad for Atlantic Terra Cotta.


