
History Lesson

Have you ever seen garage doors quite
like those featured on our homes? In
construction filled with unique
attributes, our garage doors may be
their most interesting element.

As the automobile began to take
hold of American culture, a place
to house them quick became a
concern. In the early 1900’s,
the most logical place was the
carriage house, often times
along side the former method
of transportation, the horse. When the
equine smell began to permeate the new luxury
“toy” an alternate resting place was sought.
Enclosed public parking lots started to pop up
around the country. These were typically one-floor,
heated buildings where the owner would collect rent
to protect the car and care for its needs. The system
worked until about 1910, when the car population
grew too large and owners preferred their cars in
closer proximity to the home.

The solution ultimately went back to the carriage
house, this time without the horse. A new building
modeled after the carriage house was
created. Borrowing from the French
verb, “garer” meaning “to protect or
shelter” they were called garage. The
new structures proved successful, but
the old carriage house doors could not keep up with
the punishing demand of daily openings and closings.
They were heavy; the strap hinges bent, wood
screws pulled from the panels and in
snowy areas, the space in front of the
door needed to be shoveled prior to
opening.

Like those used on our homes, sliding
tracks affixed to the inside of the
garage were created. To avoid the
need of having a garage twice as wide

as the opening, the door was divided into panels and
each of the sections could easily fold around the

corner. This became the predominate type
installation until 1921, when C. G.

Johnson invented the overhead
garage door. In 1926, Mr. Johnson

also invented the electric door
opener to assist in lifting the heavy

wooden doors. The overhead garage
door would eventually displace the

sliding track version.

Our sliding garage doors were
manufactured by Kertscher & Co. of

Elmira, New York. Kertscher & Co. was
founded in 1899 by brothers Edward and

Theodore Kertscher along with partner
Theodore Markthaler. Edward was President

of the firm, Mr. Markthaler was Vice-President
and Theodore Kertscher served as Treasurer. The
primary business was the creation of wood furniture
and cabinets along with residential interior
installations including such decorative elements as
fireplace mantels. In the years between 1899 and
1907, the company would grow to occupy buildings
on an entire block of Reformatory Road and
ultimately required a move to a new location. The
firm remained in the larger Thurston Road building
until closing in 1938.

You Know You Want to
Show-Off Your House

on the Next Tour!

While it seems sooooo far away, we do need to plan
for the 2009 Forest Hill Home & Garden Tour. We

need neighbors who are willing
to open their home to visitors.
We’d like your suggestions for
tour day activity. If you have a
great home or know of one that
deserves the attention of visitors
and neighbors, please call Kesha
Owens at 932-7549 and let her
know your ideas and thoughts
for the 2009 tour.
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www.fhhps.org is “Live!”

A few weeks ago, the official website of The Forest
Hill Historic Preservation Society opened for
business. Former FHHPS Board Secretary, Desirée
Kellers has spent countless hours pulling previously
researched data, photographs and information into a
cogent and easily navigable site.

www.fhhps.org contains a short history of Forest
Hill, a history of the society and its eight biennial
Home and Garden Tours, information on the
“Rockefeller” homes and detailed stories on some of
the unique architectural elements found in our
homes. A photo gallery with pictures from tours and
information on the upcoming FHHPS Home and
Garden Tour are also included. All of the issues of
this newsletter, along with a compilation of media
recognition are also available on the site. New
information will be added as it becomes available.

“As with every website, we will continue to polish
and hone the content” stated Kellers. “We urge you
to visit the site and send comments. Our goal is to
have a top-rate site filled with usable information
that will accomplish the goals of the organization.”

Winter Is Coming!

Leaves are down, lawns are falling dormant and the
air is getting brisk and chilled. As you begin to
weatherize your home, it is also important to start to
thinking of how you will deal with the snow that is
only days away. It is important to get your
snowplow contracts in order or if you elect to
remove the snow yourself, remember to plan for the
care of sidewalks and walkways. Your fellow
residents will appreciate a clean sidewalk and the
mailman will have an easier time delivering your
holiday goodies!

Holiday Luminaries

Remember to light your sidewalk on December 24th

and 25th. This can be easily accomplished by cutting
the top off of a 1-gallon milk containers and adding
some weight and a candle inside. It would be great
if everyone in the neighborhood would do this. The
streets would be alive with light.

Know the Place?

Can you guess the location of this historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Keep Gutters and Downspouts in Good Repair

In the last issue, we noted the importance of good
water drainage systems. Some homes in the
neighborhood still have failed to replace downspouts
and damaged gutters. It is extremely important to
maintain your gutters and downspouts system. The
proper removal of rainwater is key to preventing
wood rot, foundation erosion and seepage into the
house. Failure to do so will result in serious
problems with your home. Get them fixed now,
before it is too late and cost too much!
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Photo answer: (Brewster Road, at Lee, shortly after construction.)
Photos courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center.


