
History Lesson

The original linoleum flooring
placed in our homes was
provided by the Sterling &
Welch Company. At the time,
this firm was considered the
quintessential purveyor of
home furnishings.

Fredrick A. Sterling, at
eighteen years of age took a
position with Wick & Beckwith.
Upon Mr. Wick’s retirement in
1845, Thomas S. Beckwith and William Beckwith
changed the name of the dry goods store on
Superior Street to T.S. Beckwith & Company. Mr.
Sterling became a partner three years later and
because of his career involvement, dry goods were
replaced in 1857 with curtains and floor coverings.

In 1864
the firm
name was
changed to
Beckwith &

Sterling.
The store
moved to

Euclid
Avenue in 1874. Upon the death of Mr. Beckwith,
the firm name was again changed, this time to
Sterling & Company. George P. Welch joined the
company and the partnership was incorporated as
The Sterling & Welch Company in 1902. In 1909 the
firm moved down Euclid Avenue to 1215 where it
had built one of the largest and finest appointed
home furnishings stores in the country. The practice
of installing the nation’s largest indoor Christmas
tree in the atrium began in 1927. It was from this
grand retail establishment that our floor covering
was purchased.

The subsequent story of this Cleveland area retail
giant is filled with other familiar names and
memories.

The W.B. Davis Company began in 1879 as a custom
shirt factory at Superior & Bank (W 6th). The
following year Mr. Davis changed the business to

retail men’s furnishings. In 1917 the
business was relocated to 325 Euclid.

Max Linder, Max Hellman and Morris
Black started The Linder Company in
1908, eventually becoming the
largest woman’s specialty store in
Cleveland. In 1915 Linder built a
larger store at 1331 Euclid Avenue.

Allied Stores Corporation, one of the
country’s largest operators of

department stores acquired both The Linder
Company and the W.B. Davis Company in 1947. Two
years later they acquired Sterling & Welch. In
August of 1949, the Linder-Davis department store
was opened in the remodeled Higbee’s Building at
Euclid and E 13th, adjacent to the famous Sterling &
Welch store. The following year, the two companies
were merged into the Sterling-Linder-Davis Company.
The Davis name was dropped in 1958. In the early
1960’s, the company decided against building
suburban branch locations. Allied Stores soon
realized that
without outlying
stores, Sterling-
Linder was not
profitable. The
store was closed
September 21,
1968.

Like so many
elements of
early Cleveland
life, the simple
linoleum flooring
attaches us to
one of the most
storied retail
endeavors in the
community.
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Our 20th Issue!

Did you know this is our 20th issue of the Forest Hill
Historic Preservation Society Newsletter? We did our
first in the summer of 2004 and have covered a
number of topics concerning the history of our
neighborhood. Missed a few? Go online at fhhps.org
and they are archived there. If you have some
information you feel would be good to share, please
let us know!

Rockefeller Home Featured in
Cleveland Magazine

Again, our neighborhood was in the spotlight, this
time, as an example of the different homes
available in Cleveland Heights. Trustee Mark
Lowe’s Glynn Road home was one of seven
different architectural styles called out in the
August 2009 issue of Cleveland Magazine.
The multi-page article talked about a
number of unique and exciting aspects of
life in Cleveland Heights.

It should be noted that there was an
error in the information. The article
stated that our windows were
“leaded glass” rather than steel
casement. Regardless, it is
always a good thing when
people pay attention to our
area.

Gregor Featured in Heights Observer Article

Sharon Gregor, Founder, Honorary
Trustee and Past-President of
the Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society was
featured in the August 2009
Heights Observer. Ms. Gregor,
who also authored the book, Forest
Hill: The Rockefeller Estate spoke at
the Alcazar Hotel during the weekend
Cedar-Fairmount festival. The article
also indicates that she has completed her
second book, Rockefeller’s Cleveland. If it
is half as interesting as the first, this is
surely exciting news!

Know the Place?
Can you guess the location of this historic

photograph? (Answer below.)

Not Sure How To
Restore Your

Rockefeller? Just
Ask!

As new (and even old) residents
consider a restoration project on

their classic Rockefeller home,
questions are likely to arise. If

you’re not sure what to do, if you
need help with planning a project,

please contact us. We can help you
avoid a tragic mistake and we might

know a craftsman who can do the job. Call
Kesha at 932-7549 or Jeff at 321-0206.

Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society
Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees: Jeffrey R. Dross, Dawn
Jordan, Desirée Kellers, Mark Lowe, Steve
Morchak and Kesha Owens
Honorary Trustees: Sharon Gregor, Cathryn
Kapp and Nancy Moody
Officers: President – Kesha Owens, Vice-
President – Jeffrey R. Dross, Treasurer –
Steve Morchak, Secretary – Mark Lowe
and Webmaster - Desirée Kellers and
Archivist/Historian – Marcia Steele

Photo answer: (15381 Brewster Road,
without cherry-red fence, shortly after

construction.)
Photos courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center.


