
History Lesson

Gutters are so important to the management of
water, that the Romans developed an early system
and even had a Goddess of the Sewer, Cloacina.
Early century European churches included gutters in
the architecture, often times dispensing the runoff
via the mouths of gargoyles built into the roof
structure. As the benefits of water management
grew, they became more and more popular and
were soon included in lesser buildings.

Originally a gutter was simply a trough
built into the roof structure. The water
was funneled into cisterns and storage
tanks to be used for drinking and
bathing. Early gutters were typically
built of wood and usually in a “V” shape.
As can be imagined, once the wood
started to breakdown, the integral units
were very hard to repair and lining the
wood with formed lead became a
popular solution. In the 1800’s the lead
forms moved outside of the roof system
and attached to the eaves, thus reducing the cost
and increasing the use.

Downspouts, also initially of wood and usually
formed of cored out logs and later four
assembled boards, were an important part of the
system. Some extended only halfway down the
building’s side, but most were designed to
extend into the water collection system,
especially after the benefit of reducing water
from the foundation structure was discovered.

A number of shapes and materials have been
employed since the formed lead, including the
rounded copper shape used on our homes.
Some gutter experts still believe that the
rounded shape moves the water most effectively
and reduces the likelihood of dirt and debris
collection in the gutter. Regardless, the
importance of good gutters and downspouts, even
those as visually interesting as ours cannot be
denied.

Why A Second Book About John

D. Rockefeller?
By Sharon E. Gregor

There were several compelling reasons why I wrote
Rockefeller’s Cleveland which was published by
Arcadia Publishing in January, 2010. In many
respects, it is a sequel to and a companion to my
first book Forest Hill: The Rockefeller Estate. And
like the Forest Hill book can be used as a guide to
locate, identify and explore the sites and landmarks
in Cleveland that have an association with John D.

Rockefeller, sites such as the
Standard Block, which was two
buildings to the west of today’s
Arcade on the north side of Euclid
Avenue; the lumber district which
was in the flats in the vicinity of
Merwin, Carter and Columbus
Streets and at Collision Bend on
the Cuyahoga River; the site of
the Sexton’s Block at the foot of
Superior Avenue; and of course
The Rockefeller Building and

Rockefeller Park.

However, I also wanted to
show how dynamic
Cleveland was in the years
that Rockefeller called
Cleveland home and later
as he and his family spent
their summers at Forest Hill.
And in addition I wished to
give the reader a sense of
what Cleveland looked like.
Another goal was to put to
rest some of the myths and
legends attributed to
Rockefeller and to continue
to write a more accurate
account of Cleveland’s
Rockefeller chronicle.

Through my current research and through my
ongoing research I was able after many years of
studying the terrain, the timeframe and the historic
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context to often “connect the dots.” And that is very
exciting and very rewarding.

One of my favorite and recent discoveries, which I
described in the book, is that Rockefeller hired
Philadelphia landscape architect and engineer
Edward O. Schwagerl in 1880 to survey Forest Hill.
At the time the estate would have only comprised
property located in today’s city of East Cleveland.
The following year in 1881, Rockefeller again
engaged Schwagerl. This time it was to draw a
landscape plan for his townhouse lot on Millionaire’s
Row at Euclid Avenue and E. 40th which had doubled
in size in 1879 when Rockefeller bought the Burgert
mansion on the corner and moved it to Prospect
Avenue. Schwagerl had laid out Riverside Cemetery
in 1876 and in 1880 was working on improvements
in Gordon Park.

And I had a lot of fun writing the description for the
wonderful postcard of League Park. I was able to
relate that in 1907 at the National Amateur Golf
Tournament at the Euclid Club in Cleveland Heights,
Rockefeller was asked by a reporter why he never
went to League Park to watch baseball games.
Rockefeller responded to the effect that the modern
game had changed too much since he was a boy
when he played One Old Cat, Two Old Cat. Who
would have thought!

There are so many sites and landmarks that still
exist that have a connection to the Rockefeller
legacy in Cleveland that, as I have said before, one
can still touch the story and that is what history and
historic preservation is all about.

Have You Visited FHHPS.org
Lately?

Don’t forget, the Forest Hill Historic Preservation
Society has an informative website dedicated to
education and information. There are a number of
photos, articles on the historic of the area and the
elements of our homes along with a compact history
of the FHHPS Home & Garden Tours. There is also a
comprehensive listing of Forest Hill in the media.
Consider a visit. We know you’ll be engaged and
informed.

Know the Place?

Can you guess the location of this historic
photograph? (Answer below.)

Do You Need An Original
Rockefeller Toilet?

Do You Need An Original
Dinette Table & Benches?

This may sound like a funny question, but the
unique toilets found in our homes are a central part
of history. The full history of the Sloan Valve
Company and the Flushometer can be viewed again
at our website FHHPS.org.

A neighbor is also removing their dinette benches
and table. They would love to find it a good home in
the neighborhood. If you desire to restore your nook
area with a genuine replacement let us know.

If you’re interested in the toilets or the dinette table
and benches, please call Jeff at 321-0206. We want
to find them a new, good home.
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Photo answer: (15633 Brewster Road, shortly after construction.)
Photos courtesy of the Rockefeller Archive Center.


