
History Lesson

Rockefeller’s Forest Hill Stables
by Sharon E. Gregor

In the late 1800’s John D. Rockefeller built two large
wooden stables with stone foundations on his Forest
Hill estate. They were located a short distance from
the residence to the southeast and next to the half
mile track where Rockefeller’s standard bred trotters
were exercised and trained. The Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society is fortunate to have a rare color
slide of the two impressive stables which was taken
by Cleveland Heights resident Lois Cook in 1958.
Lois gave her slides of Forest Hill Park to the
Society’s archives following a walking tour of the
park’s historic sites that she attended in 1998.

One of the stables was constructed in 1879 and the
other in 1886. I am not sure which stable in the
photograph was built first but I continue to research
the question. Both Rockefeller and the
superintendent of Forest Hill refer to the two
impressive structures as stables and they appear
repeatedly on the plat maps in the atlases of
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County which were
published over the years. Although A. D. Taylor, the
landscape architect who planned Forest Hill Park,
recommended in 1938 that the structures be
demolished, the two stables remarkably survived

into the 1960’s and were a familiar sight to park
visitors. They burned to the ground in 1964.

The brick ruin found today in Forest Hill Park not far
from the site of the actual two stables, is often
mistaken for and thought to be Rockefeller’s stables.
However, there is a significant body of evidence that
the shed-like structure, today’s brick ruin, was built
long after Rockefeller left Cleveland in 1917.

In 1925-1926 prior to the planning the Forest Hill
Housing Development, New York architect Andrew J.
Thomas took a photographic survey of the entire
estate. He stood adjacent to the half mile track with
his back to the track facing south and took a wide
angle photograph of the two large stables which
dominate the site and the landscape. (If you have a
copy of my book: Forest Hill: The Rockefeller Estate
see pages 26 and 125) Thomas also took another
photograph of the back stables. The shed-like
structure, today’s brick ruin, is not in either
photograph. Nor is it found on the 1898 Mueller
Atlas, the 1920 atlas by G. M. Hopkins or the 1927
atlas by Hopkins.
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The earliest evidence so far of a structure on the site
of the brick ruin is A. D. Taylor’s 1937 topographical
map of Forest Hill Park. A building can also be made
out in the aerial photographs found in Taylor’s 1938
Forest Hill Park A Report On The Proposed
Landscape Development. And it is clearly delineated
in the 1941 G. M. Hopkins Atlas. All of the
documentation to date suggests that, although the
bricks are apparently older, a wood and brick
structure, today’s brick ruin, was built sometime
between 1926 and 1937. While that timeframe
encompasses the short lived era of the Forest Hill
Housing Development’s use of the estate as a golf
course, it will take more research to discover exactly
why and when Forest Hill Park’s intriguing ruin was
built.

We Need Trustees!

Have you ever considered volunteering as a trustee
for the Forest Hill Historic Preservation Society? Now
is the time. The board is in need of your time, talent
and skill. Please contact Vice-President Jeff Dross at
321-0206 if you are interested in working with this
involved group of neighbors.

Forest Hill “Historic”

Garden Party
Sunday August 12, 2012

Place the date on your calendar. The Forest Hill
Historic Preservation Society will host a “Historic”
Garden Party in the backyard of 15664 & 15700
Brewster Road. The location was selected because
the communal space in the center of the Wyatt,
Newbury, Brewster and Mount Vernon block still
functions in much the same way Architect Andrew J.
Thomas envisioned. The center space in the blocks
was designed to be open and usable by all of the
surrounding residents. Fences, scrubs and other
“barriers” were not part of the original plan and this
area has never abandoned that original idea.

More information will follow, for now, brush off your
parasol!

Another Rockefeller Home is
Recognized by Cleveland Heights

Gary and Beryl Tishkoff, owners of a Rockefeller
home on Brewster Road have been awarded a
Tender Loving Care award from the city of Cleveland
Heights. Each year, the city seeks out homes that
have been meticulously cared for and recognizes
them at an annual ceremony.

The Tishkoff’s have been active members of the
Forest Hill neighborhood, twice opening their home
to visitors of the Forest Hill Historic Preservation
Society Home and Garden Tour. The reason their
home has been a visitor favorite is likely the same
reason for the recognition from Cleveland Heights.
Like so many, they have added immensely to the
neighborhood.

If you see Gary ad Beryl on your next walk through
the neighborhood, remember to congratulate them.
They’ve earned it!

Forest Hill Historic Preservation
Society Trustees and Officers

Board of Trustees: Jeffrey R. Dross, Dawn Jordan, Trina Prufer and
Scott Burton
Honorary Trustees: Sharon Gregor, Cathryn Kapp and Nancy Moody
Officers: Vice-President – Jeffrey R. Dross, Treasurer – Dawn Jordan
and Archivist/Historian – Marcia Steele

Photo by Lois Cook, donated to FHHPS. Maps reproduced courtesy of
the Cuyahoga County Archives.
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