
History Lesson

In our basements, a simple round pole supports the
center of the structural beam that runs the length of
the ceiling. This pole is called a Lally Column.

A Lally Column is a steel pipe used
vertically and positioned in the center
of a span to bear the weight of the
structure and reduce the likelihood of
sagging. The column is typically filled
with concrete for extra strength and
rigidity. End plates were included with
the column for connection to the
supporting members.

The Lally Column was invented by John Lally in the
1890’s. Mr. Lally was born in County Galway in
Ireland in 1859 and later immigrated to the United
States where he settled in Massachusetts in Boston
and Waltham.

Lally patented the idea, ultimately holding four
separate patents on columns. The one that
matches most closely with those in our homes is
#869869 and was originally assigned to the U.S,
Column Company of Cambridge, MA. The patent
was approved October 29, 1907.

While not necessarily remarkable, they are an
integral part of residential architecture and have
even had their fifteen minutes of fame due to their
appearance in the classic 1946 novel, Mr. Blandings
Builds His Dream House.

Specifications for Eighty-One

Homes – Forest Hill Subdivision

On a recent visit to the Rockefeller Archives in
Sleepy Hollow, New York, Forest Hill Historic
Preservation Society Trustee, Trina Prufer secured a
copy of the 82 page typed set of specifications for
our homes. They are filled with interesting facts and
requirements.

Sections cover
structural steel
specifications, slate,
tile, stone, glass
and glazing.
Woodwork
requirements are

covered along with
lathe and plaster
materials. Wrought
Iron, Lanterns,
Medicine Cabinets, Flooring,

Chimney Pots and the letters
ordering them are included.

In most issues of the Forest Hill
Historic Preservation Society
newsletter, an element of the
construction of our homes has
been covered. (See article to the
left.) With this new packet of
names and equipment, we can
continue to bring the homeowners
facts and data about the homes.

For that reason, we should all thank Trina!
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1940 Census Reveals the History
of Our Neighborhood

Recently, the United States Archives released
findings from the 1940 census. There is a statutory
72 years wait before the release of census
information to protect the privacy of those included.
The census was conducted in April of 1940, so this is
a unique opportunity to explore a snapshot of life in
America at that time. Based on this report, the
population of the continental United States was
131,669,275.

Over 100,000 census enumerators were hired to go
door-to-door to every home in America and
personally conduct an interview with the inhabitants.
The information was hand-recorded on 3.8 million
pages which the National Archives photographed
and posted on-line. A firm is now involved in the
challenge of digitally recording this information so
information can be retrieved based on name.

A review of the Forest Hill Historic District tells us a
number of interesting facts about our “ancestors.”
 In 1940, 79 of the 81 “Rockefeller Homes” were

occupied. Only 16361 Brewster and 16050
Henley are missing from the logs.

 A second visit to a home was recorded on the
last page, starting with “61”. During the census,
only one home in the neighborhood, 16284
Glynn required a second visit. That means
someone was home at EVERY house in the area
when the census workers arrived!

 Of the 79 recorded homes, 77 were owned by
the occupants. Only 15548 Brewster and 16117
Brewster were rented. Rent was $150 and $125
per month, respectively. The renters at 16117
Brewster regardless, employed a maid.

 34% of the homes (27) employed resident help.
Three homes employed two people. The majority
of the homeowners (and one renter) who
employed resident help employed white workers
who were intermittently called either “Maids” or
“Servants.” Six African-Americans (categorized as
“Negro” on the forms) were in employment,
including a married couple who served the
Reycraft family at 16233 Cleviden. A Japanese
Houseman worked for the Rose family at 15903
Brewster and a Filipino Houseman worked for
the Whiteside family at 15559 Wyatt. In addition
to the Maid, a Nurse was also employed, likely
for the young child who resided at 2025 Lee
Boulevard.

 Home value was recorded. The highest value
was $28,000 for a home on Glynn Road and the
lowest, $12,000 on Brewster, but most recorded
a value in the high-teens. This appears to be a
value assessed by the resident and may not
relate to the actual value at the time.

 Employment was recorded and our neighborhood
was a diverse collection of people. For the most
part, the female of the home did not work
outside the house, however, one woman was an
Office Manager at a File Manufacturer, another a
photographer with her husband and a third was
Vice President of a Wholesale Jeweler (her
husband was President and son a Clerk.)Eleven
Doctors/Surgeons lived in the area, five Lawyers,
four Vice-Presidents, three Dentists and an
assortment of “Executives” in different
businesses, including the Taxi Cab Company, a
furrier and the Federal Reserve Bank. Rudolph
Ringwall, Associate Conductor of the Cleveland
Orchestra under Artur Rodzinski, lived in one of
the Rockefeller homes as did the Presidents of a
Paint Manufacturing company and a Dental
Laboratory. The Editor of an Engineering
Magazine and a Newspaper Journalist also lived
here. Perhaps the largest group of residents had
some association with nearby Nela Park. An
assortment of occupations related to an “Electric
Lamp Manufacturing Company” was listed, as
were electrical engineers, consultants and lab
technicians who worked on “Electrical Equipment
and Motors.”

 Salary was recorded. Medical people and
Lawyers were coded as “OA” “Worked on their
Own Account” and as such did not record a
salary. Those who did report a figure, claimed
the maximum “$5000+” or “Over $5000.” These
were well-paid employees. Most of the maids
and servants were paid about $10 per week, but
a few earned more with one almost double that
number.

 Many, if not most of the household heads and
their wives attended at least a few years of
college. This was a well educated group.

This is a fascinating glimpse into our neighborhood.
For more details see 1940census.archives.gov. ED-
100 (EC) and ED-29 (CH) covered our area.
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