
History Lesson

On 21 of the Rockefeller homes, tile roofing has
been used instead of slate. According to the
specifications for the eighty-one homes, the
inclusion of tile roofing on a percentage of
the homes was defined on an Addendum
page. Originally, all of the homes were to
have slate roof.

The tile was specified as “Imperial
Weathered Surface Provincial Shingle
Roof Tile” as manufactured by the
Ludowici-Celedon (sic) Company.
Color was specified as “…full
variation of X-61 formula, but not to
include green.” The range of color
for each house would be selected
by the architect and graduation
or blended application would
also be approved prior to install.

In the Sweet’s Catalogs of the era, the
company describes the tiles in this way, “The
Provincial Shingle an inexpensive, yet artistic
pattern is used in its dull colored and
weathered effect to subdue the roof
or in a range of brighter tones to
give it accent.”

The Ludowici-
Celadon
Company is
still in existence.
The Celadon
Roofing Tile
Company was formed
in 1888 in Alfred, New
York and lead by George
Babcock (of the Babcock & Wilcox
Boiler Company.) During his tenure he
made many improvements and earned 28
patents for patterns and functionality. Celadon
purchased the Imperial Brick Plant in New Lexington,
Ohio in 1902. This plant became the largest clay
roofing tile plant in the United States.

The Ludovisi family made a name for itself in Rome,
Italy with their clay tile and roofing in the 1600’s. A
branch of the family moved to Germany, where their
product was gaining repute and the family name
morphed into the more Germanic, Ludowici. In the

1800’s Carl Ludowici moves to Chicago and in
1893 forms the Ludowici Roof Tile

Company with Henry W. King
and Cyrus I. McCormick. In

1906 they buy Celadon and
change the name to Ludowici-

Celadon with five production
facilities. The Alfred, NY plant

and the Chicago Heights plant
ultimately burn while the already

large New Lexington plant doubles
in size by 1914.

Like many companies,
Ludowici-Celadon

diversified during the
depression adding

wool insulation and
fire brick to their

line. During
World War II
the plant was

converted to a
pottery plant making

tableware. They
continued to make some

roofing for military installations
such as Hickam Field at Pearl Harbor.

Post war meant a building increase, but much
of it was low-cost and the company began to shrink.

When better product became fashionable again in
the 1970’s, the new kilns installed in 1941 were
remodeled to allow for a more cost effective roof tile.
They became relevant again.

In 1976, they were sold to CSC, Inc., who in 1989
sold them to Certainteed, a well known building
materials company. They remain a part of
Certainteed today, still making quality roofing tiles.
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The 1930 Forest Hill Development
Landscape Plan

By

Sharon E. Gregor

Spring comes to Forest Hill, especially this year, with
welcome relief, especially this year, from Lake Erie’s
winter storms and shrouded overcast days. But it is
also a time to marvel at the remnants of the original
1930 landscape plan designed by architect Andrew J.
Thomas and the planting material that he
incorporated into and with which he surrounded the
first 81 homes that were built in the Forest Hill
Development. Those homes, our well-known
“Rockefeller’s,” now comprise Forest Hill Historic
District which was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1986.

Perhaps the most beautiful and certainly the
showiest of the surviving landscape design are the
original Japanese azaleas. Thomas placed those
azaleas at the sidewalk creating a dramatic entrance
to the front yard through the privet hedge which
lined the sidewalk and defined the front of each
homeowner’s property. They can be clearly seen in
the low aerial view of the Wyatt block flanking the
curved sandstone walks leading to the front porches
and doors of Thomas’s French Norman farmhouses.
The aerial view along with photographs of the
original landscaping can be found in the promotional
sales book “Forest Hill Homes” which was published
in the early 1930’s. While there appears to be three
azaleas in a triangle, judging from today’s existing
conditions and my own recollection, each azalea was
accompanied by two low and eventually sprawling
evergreen yews.

The original 1930 Japanese azaleas can be
differentiated from more recently cultivated azaleas

by their brilliant, iridescent fuchsia color. These
azaleas absolutely glow and can be spotted
throughout the Historic District where they have
thrived and survived. They can also be identified and
distinguished from their modern cousins by their
petite dark “Forest Hill” green leaf. The slender waxy
leaf only measures about an inch long and stays
green with a slight reddish color throughout the
winter.

Over the years many “Rockefeller” homeowners took
out the privet hedge that had enclosed their front
yard and in doing so also removed the original
azaleas. Some owners apparently moved and
successfully transplanted the early azaleas up to the
front of the house incorporating the shrubs into their
foundation planting. Whether next to the house or at
the sidewalk, the now ninety year old beauties will
be obvious next spring…an heirloom plant and gift
from Andrew J. Thomas.

Watch For East Cleveland
Forest Hill District Signs

In the coming weeks, the city of East Cleveland will
be installing the Forest Hill Historic District markers
at three intersections in the area. Look for them at
the corner of Lee and Brewster, Newbury and Wyatt
and Cleviden and Mount Vernon. A dedication
ceremony will be announced as well.
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